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is to cease, and the Hindoos are taught to expect his last and most
glorious incarnation, terminating the days of (C contention and busi-
ness." This is generaRy understood from the BJiaree Skisfarem Poorana.
The founder of the temple was Tondiman Chukrawurtee, or Rajah, and
there is a village Tondimaund, only twelve miles from Tripetty, but
containing no remnants of grandeur of any kind. The district called
Tondimanad forms now a portion of the Rajah of Calastry's territory,
but it may have been that a very large portion of country called
Tonda-niundalum by the Natives, was the original kingdom of the
dynasty if it ever existed. It is true, that long before the English
came to this land, Tonda-mundalum existed only in imagination,
but notwithstanding Hindoo, Mussulman, and English changes of
names, divisions and districts, a large tract of country, eapabJt of
forming a territory to support a very powerful prince, is known to
educated Natives by that name.
The temple is remarkable for the oblations which are offered to
its god by Vishnu's votaries from all parts of the Indian world.
Princes send their vakeels or ambassadors to present their offerings
to the shrine; whilst the poor peasant, who may have little else to
offer, wraps up some trifling article in a piece of wax cloih ; a hand-
ful of rice, stained with munjall, makes it look a larger packet. The
cause of these offerings is as follows : the idol smitten with love for
the blooming Tudmavuttee, daughter of Akaswa, Rajah of Narrain-
vanurn, in the Bom Eauze Zemindary, determined to espouse her,
but wanting funds for the matrimonial expenses, he applied to Cuvera,
the Indian Plutus, and by his aid obtained what he required. The
god directed that the loan should be repaid to the sovereigns of
the country lying between the Palar and tte Soornamooky rivers;
and in pursuance of this appointment the whole of the offerings made
at the shrine have, from the earliest times, been made over to the lo-
cal ruler. The great reason for making these gifts is the festival on
the Anniversary of the marriage above mentioned, which occupies
nine days. That is the time when Hindoos are most anxious to visit
the temple.
The Brahmins .maintain that the Hindoo princes allowed the re-
venues from this source to be entirely expended on the spot in reli-
gious ceremonies, and that the Mussulmans first appropriated the
produce to their own use. During the early wars betwixt the English
and the French nations in India, this source of revenue was one of